Dear Sir/Madam,
The Parish Council wishes to register a formal objection to the proposed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO 2285) prohibiting driving on Burns Lane, Warsop. Whilst we fully recognise that road safety in this area - particularly for children walking to and from the nearby schools - requires urgent attention, we believe the current proposal is not the right solution. Closing part of Burns Lane is likely to displace traffic rather than resolve the issues, and in doing so could create new hazards elsewhere.
Our concerns are outlined below:
1. Hetts Lane / Burns Lane junction
This junction is already a point of serious risk, particularly at school start and finish times. Parents with small children and pushchairs cross here in large numbers, and any increase in traffic will only heighten the danger. There have already been a similar number of accidents in this area.
Redirecting vehicles from Burns Lane will add further congestion to Hetts Lane, with possibly knock-on effects for adjoining residential streets such as Birkland Avenue, Appleton Street and Nethercross Drive, as drivers use ‘rat runs’ to avoid congested areas.
2. A60 / Eastlands Lane junction
The A60 junction is already difficult to negotiate, especially for right turns. Additional traffic here will increase the chances of accidents. (Again there have been similar numbers to Burns Lane as well as frequent near misses.) Children also cross at this point, and the risks they already face would only be made worse by heavier flows of traffic.
3. Loss of resilience in the local network
Burns Lane provides a vital connection between Warsop Vale, Church Warsop, Meden Vale and Market Warsop. Closing it would mean that only one road remains, making access fragile. Flooding at The Carrs often disrupts routes; removing Burns Lane would significantly reduce options for emergency vehicles and everyday community use.
4. Lack of evidence and supporting information
We note that the consultation materials did not include accident statistics, traffic assessments or justification for rejecting less drastic measures. Without this evidence, it is impossible to make a fair judgement on whether the proposed closure is proportionate.
5. Alternative measures
The Council believes safer and more proportionate measures could include:
· Permanent 20mph speed limit with traffic calming
· Provision of a proper pedestrian pathway
· Restrictions on HGVs and buses
· Clearer management of traffic at peak school times
· Localised widening at the section of road where most incidents have been reported
Conclusion
The Parish Council feels strongly that this proposal has been advanced without adequate supporting data or consideration of alternatives. We are concerned that, rather than resolving safety issues, it may move the problem to other points in the town and increase risks to the youngest pedestrians in particular. We therefore urge that a full and transparent review of traffic and pedestrian safety around Burns Lane and Hetts Lane be undertaken before any decision is made.
Yours faithfully,
[Name]
Warsop Parish Council

